SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT AUTHORITY
Tuesday, November 19, 2024
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Springfield Airport Authority was called to order by Chair Vala at 5:02 p.m. on Tuesday, November 19, 2024, in the Conference Room at Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport’s main terminal building.

PRESENT:        Frank J. Vala, Chair

Elizabeth Delheimer, Commissioner

Teresa Haley, Commissioner




Mike Houston, Commissioner
Susan R. Shea, Commissioner 
Mark Kinnaman, Treasurer (Via telephone)



R. Beverly Peters, Secretary




Don Craven, Attorney



Mark Hanna, Executive Director



Ken Boyle, Deputy Executive Director
ABSENT:
Dianne Hardwick, Vice Chair

VISITORS:
Randy Vogel, Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.



Jason Jones, Eck, Schafer & Punke, LLP




Phillip Rowell, ION

Chair Vala presented the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 15, 2024, and to dispose of all Regular Meeting Recordings more than six months old. Chair Vala made a motion to dispose of Regular Meeting Recordings more than six months old, seconded by Commissioner Houston and carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes/0 nays.
Treasurer Kinnaman reported unrestricted funds projected year-end balance of $7,830,222 and actual year-to-date balance of $7,675,067, restricted funds projected year-end balance of $11,625,491 and actual year-to-date balance of $11,235,598. 

Commissioner Delheimer gave the Budget and Finance report.
Commissioner Delheimer introduced Jason Jones with the Authority’s auditors, Eck, Schafer & Punke, LLP. Mr. Jones gave a brief presentation and indicated the audit went very well. Several highlights of the audit noted were that it was a tremendously strong year in terms of financial results and the Authority’s net position increased $7,600,000. Mr. Jones was very complimentary of Mark Hanna, Ken Boyle and staff being well prepared with audit preparations. Commissioner Delheimer made a motion to accept the draft of the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2024, and have the report prepared in final form for approval at the December meeting, seconded by Commissioner Shea and carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes/0 nays.
Commissioner Delheimer discussed Willow Grove International, LLC (ION) opening a concession self-checkout kiosk model in the terminal and taking responsibility for the vending operations and the airport’s Sky Club lounges. Commissioner Delheimer introduced Phillip Rowell, CEO of Willow Grove to give a report on the expectations of the concession. Commissioner Delheimer made a motion to authorize the Executive Director to execute a lease and concession agreement with Willow Grove International, LLC., (ION), seconded by Commissioner Haley and carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes/0 nays.
Executive Director Hanna reported that on December 10th he will give a briefing on the Smart Airport Planning Project to the Adjutant General. The annual Part 139 safety inspection has been completed and zero deficiencies were identified and no letter of correction was issued.
Commissioner Haley reported she attended the 1st Citizens Award last week to see Joan Bortolon with the Land of Lincoln Honor Flight chosen as the 1st Citizen.
Chair Vala reported on the construction update.
In the absence of Vice Chair Hardwick, Chair Vala reported a .30% decrease in year-to-date passenger activity as compared to last year.

In the absence of Vice Chair Hardwick, Chair Vala reported that fuel sales for the month of October were 100,090 gallons with revenue of $13,125. The return of Allegiant saw airline fuel sales increased approximately 16,000 gallons. Overall, fuel sales saw an increase, with the exception of retail Jet sales slightly decreasing.
Attorney Craven reported that funds due from Dwight Roberts are now subject to wage garnishment.
Executive Hanna reported that on December 5th he will give an update on air service to the SSGA Executive Committee; ALCA has been selected by the Government Accountability Office to do a field investigation and study due to a Congressionally mandated report based on small community air service; the ALCA received an award regarding the solar farm from Airports Going Green; attended Takeoff conference and met with United Airlines who have expressed some interest in returning to Springfield in 2025/26; Breeze Airlines is pleased with the Orlando pre-bookings.
The Regular Meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m.
________________________________



_______________________________

Frank J. Vala, Chair





R. Beverly Peters, Secretary
